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Defining the future innovation and investment into 
recycling unwanted electricals  

 
Two new research projects have been allocated funding from 

the WEEE Fund  
 
Two new research projects have been allocated funding from the WEEE Fund’s 
Technical Research programme. These have been awarded to Anthesis Group and 
Giraffe Innovation.  Up to £90,000 is being invested in research to explore how 
innovation and investment in the future of recycling infrastructure can be enhanced.   
 
Scott Butler, WEEE Fund Executive Director, said: “As unwanted electricals are one of 
the fastest growing waste streams in Europe it’s vital that we find innovative and 
progressive ways to increase our recycling rates in the UK.   

This research will play a key role in helping us identify innovative ways to ensure that 
we are able to extract as many of our critical raw materials from our unwanted 
electricals. Equally it's just as important that we identify ways to grow our 
infrastructure for recycling unwanted electricals.  The research will explore the 
possible role of a UK investment fund to help support this growth.   

Together these research projects will provide us with some of the knowledge to 
innovate the sector and support the increase in recycling rates.” 

The two research projects: 

End-of-life recovery rates of Critical Raw Materials (CRMs) from waste electricals 
remain low with less than 1% in many cases in UK/ Europe. The research, 
Technology Roadmap and Taxonomy of Critical Raw Material recovery 
technologies for WEEE, conducted by Giraffe Innovation, will identify current 
research and development, and near ready technologies that have the potential to 
improve the recovery of CRMs from WEEE. The research will identify pipeline CRM 
recovery technologies, assess their suitability for incorporation into the UK WEEE 



treatment facilities, their potential recovery efficiency, and cost benefits.  

The second project, Evaluating opportunities for establishing an infrastructure 
investment fund for WEEE, conducted by Anthesis Group, will explore the role of a 
potential investment fund to enable the WEEE sector to respond progressively to 
increase recycling rates, improve sortation technologies, particularly plastics, and 
treatment requirements.  A WEEE specific investment fund could be transformative 
in helping the sector as a whole meet the challenges of recycling more small waste 
electricals in the future.   

Dr Richard Peagam, Associate Director, Anthesis Group, said: “We are delighted to 
be working on this project with the WEEE fund. The sector faces a number of 
challenges over the coming years, which will require a considerable investment in 
our infrastructure. Dedicated access to funding could activate a more circular 
economy in the UK, which will need to be supported with robust analytics and a 
clear strategy, to have maximum impact.” 

Professor Robert Holdway, Director, Giraffe Innovation, said: “As the sophistication 
of everyday products and new green technologies increases so does the use of CRMs 
to enable functionality and performance factors. However, while the UK is heavily 
dependent on these materials the recycling and recovery rates are extremely low. 
The main purpose of the project is to identify and analyse current research and near 
ready technologies with the potential to improve the recovery of CRMs from WEEE.”  
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Joint Trade Associations - The JTA was formed to represent the views of producers of 
electrical and electronic products to Government and the market generally regarding 
producer responsibility obligations, including the WEEE Regulations. Its members are nine 
Trade Associations, AMDEA, BEAMA, BIPBA, BTHA, EEF, GAMBICA, LIA, PETMA, SEAMA and 
techUK. Additionally, the JTA is supported by three producer-led Compliance Schemes 
(PCS’s) that supports the JTA aims, REPIC, Recolight and ERP.  
 
Joint Trade Associations Contracts (JTAC) Ltd - The WEEE Fund is being administered by 
JTAC Ltd, the legal entity established by the JTA to deliver the WEEE Compliance Fee. Clear 
objectives, project tracking and performance measurements will be put in place, and all the 
projects will be overseen by the WEEE Fund. Outputs and learnings from these will be 
communicated and be publicly available. Also, the findings of the EEE and WEEE Flow study, 
due by end 2019, will be used to guide the WEEE Fund’s future actions.  
A summary of all spending via the WEEE Fund to date is available here. Further information 
on projects funded to date is available at https://www.weeefund.uk/press-releases  
 
The WEEE Compliance Fee Fund  
The compliance fee is a regulatory tool open to the Government to support the delivery of 
the UK Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) regulations. If a Producer 
Compliance Scheme (PCS) misses their annual collection target they have an option to pay a 



compliance fee for the tonnage shortfall. 
The law requires that the compliance fee is set at a level that encourages compliance 
through collection. The fee therefore complements national targets by creating an 
additional financial incentive to collect WEEE, because it must at least reflect the true cost of 
recycling WEEE.  
Each year, organisations are invited to submit proposals to run the Compliance Fee in any 
given year. For the 2018 and 2017 compliance period, the JTA, a group of trade associations 
representing producers of electrical and electronic equipment, was selected by the 
Secretary of State. The Compliance Fee is administered by Mazars LLP on behalf of JTAC, the 
registered company established by the JTA with the sole purpose of entering into contracts 
with third parties for services relating to the WEEE Compliance Fee. The current chair of the 
JTA is Susanne Baker from techUK.  
 

ADD IN BACKGROUND ON THE RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS 

About	Anthesis	Group:	
Anthesis	is	the	sustainability	activator.	We	seek	to	make	a	significant	contribution	
to	a	world	which	is	more	resilient	and	productive.	We	do	this	by	working	with	
cities,	companies,	and	other	organisations	to	drive	sustainable	performance.	We	
develop	financially	driven	sustainability	strategies,	underpinned	by	technical	
expertise	and	delivered	by	innovative	collaborative	teams	across	the	world.	The	
company	combines	the	reach	of	big	professional	services	groups	with	the	deep	
expertise	of	boutiques.	Anthesis	has	clients	across	industry	sectors	from	corporate	
multinationals	such	as	Reckitt	Benckiser,	Cisco,	Tesco,	The	North	Face	and	Target,	
and	also	supports	early	stage	companies	through	Anthesis	Ventures.	The	company	
brings	together	500	experts	operating	in	40	countries	around	the	world	and	has	
offices	in	Andorra,	Brazil,	Canada,	China,	Colombia,	Finland,	France,	Germany,	
Ireland,	Italy,	the	Middle	East,	the	Philippines,	Spain,	Sweden,	the	UK,	and	the	U.S.	
www.anthesisgroup.com	

	

	
	
	
	
	


